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When Whitney DeMarlo Oeltmann’s father was diagnosed with dementia in 2012, she and her mother 

Linda were presented with an overwhelming unknown that more than 10 million families each year face. 

Not only did the family have to provide care for their loved one while learning as much as possible about 

the disease, but they also had to navigate the uncertainty and emotional challenges resulting from the 

diagnosis. Through the process, Oeltmann was struck by the lack of information available relating to 

family resources and support, - and she made it her mission to help other families faced with the same 

circumstances. Oeltmann established Dementia Spotlight Foundation in 2016 to provide much-needed 

services and direction for those living with dementia, their families and caregivers – resources she knows 

firsthand is invaluable for families and individuals beginning their post-diagnosis journey.  

 

Dementia Spotlight Foundation (DSF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to supporting those impacted by 

dementia-related diseases through advocacy, the arts and education with the goal of helping people and 

communities better understand the disease. The DSF philosophy is one of hope and forging a way 

forward. The organization champions life before loss, rights before research and care before cure – with a 

laser focus on those currently living with dementia, reassuring those impacted that there is life and 

support for caregivers after a diagnosis.  

 

DSF is committed to bolstering dementia funding, education and resources for individuals and caregivers 

in need. In addition to its annual Alzheimer’s Music Festival, the organization currently offers support 

through a respite care program, support groups for caregivers, educational webinars, guest speakers living 

with dementia, and 1:1 mentoring programs of persons recently diagnosed with dementia. In 2017, 

Vincent Zangaro joined the organization and has since served as the community outreach director, 

supporting DSF by overseeing outreach initiatives and actions. Since 2018, Gary Joseph LeBlanc has led 

as the foundation’s educational director, helping individuals cope with the challenges, hardships and 

emotional struggles of dementia-related diseases.  

 

Organizations can learn more about Dementia Spotlight Foundation and various initiatives in place to 

help change the lives of those living with dementia at dementiaspotlightfoundation.org or via Facebook, 

Twitter or Instagram. 
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