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Dementia Spotlight Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that envisions a world that does not fear dementia 

and fully embraces the rights and needs of individuals and families living with dementia. The 

organization aims to raise awareness about dementia with the goal of helping people and communities to 

better understand it. 

 

Founded: 2016 

 

Philosophy: With a deeply rooted focus on life before loss, rights before research and care before 

cure, Dementia Spotlight Foundation provides hope and inspiration around the core belief 

that life does not end after a dementia diagnosis 

 

Mission:   Dementia Spotlight Foundation is dedicated to supporting lives through advocacy, the 

arts and dementia education. We are committed to educating both family and professional 

caregivers about dementia-related diseases and enhancing the supports and standards of 

care needed. Over 120 medical diagnoses are leading to symptoms of dementia, and the 

journey of dementia differs for each person depending on age, health and the type of 

dementia diagnosis. 

 

Serving:  5.4 million people in the U.S. are living with Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia; 

Dementia Spotlight Foundation serves respite care in Georgia and Tampa Bay, Florida; 

providing support to over a thousand individuals in the past two years. Dementia 

Spotlight Foundation currently serves hundreds of families nationwide through support 

groups, educational webinars and mentoring programs.  
 

Leadership: Whitney DeMarlo Oeltmann / Co-Founder, CEO and Executive Director  

  Alyss Amster / Associate Executive Director 

Vincent Zangaro / Director of Development and Special Events, Alzheimer’s Music Fest 

Founder 

  Gary Joseph LeBlanc / Dementia Spotlight Foundation Educational Director  

 

Programs:  

Alzheimer’s Music Fest  

Founded by Dementia Spotlight Foundation’s Community Outreach Director, Vincent 

Zangaro, the Alzheimer’s Music Fest is an annual music festival held in Atlanta and 

Tampa. The festival ensures funds raised are used to support Alzheimer’s and dementia 

families who care for loved ones living with cognitive changes or dementia-related 

diseases. 

 

 



Respite Care Program 

Founded in 2019, Dementia Spotlight Foundation provides much-needed support to 

Georgia and Florida primary caregivers through the Respite Care Program, allowing 

loved ones living with dementia to receive respite care as needed. Dementia Spotlight 

Foundation has gifted over 7,000 hours of free respite care to caregivers.  

Dementia Spotlight Support Groups 

To help dementia caregivers keep connected and decrease social isolation during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, Dementia Spotlight Foundation offers weekly virtual support 

groups on Tuesdays at 11 a.m., Thursdays at 11 a.m. and Saturdays at 11 a.m.  

 

Hospital Wristband Program 

To help combat the lack of training of a majority of hospital workers to handle the unique 

needs of dementia patients, Dementia Spotlight Foundation provides educational training 

to 17 hospitals across the nation on different types of dementia-related diseases. Patients 

at risk for cognitive impairment will receive a Purple Angel sticker affixed to both their 

hospital wristband and outside door frame.   

 

Dementia Friends Georgia 

Dementia Spotlight Foundation offers strategic support and information sessions for 

Dementia Friends – a social action movement developed by the Alzheimer’s Society. 

This program is offered through the Georgia Department of Human Services, Divisions 

of Aging Services and aims to help individuals understand key messages about dementia 

– how it affects people and how communities can work together to make a difference for 

people living with dementia.  

 

Dementia Mentors  

As an available resource for those living with dementia, Dementia Mentor, powered by 

the Dementia Spotlight Foundation, is dedicated to offering assistance to help individuals 

understand that there is still a life after a diagnosis. The goal of Dementia mentors is to 

keep individuals living with dementia, as social as possible – even now, from the comfort 

and safety of their own homes. Through 46 monthly virtual memory cafes, Dementia 

Mentors provides one-on-one private mentors sessions for those living with dementia.   

 

Website: dementiaspotlightfoundation.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/dementiaspotlightfoundation  

Twitter: twitter.com/demspotlight   

Instagram: instagram.com/dementiaspotlight  
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